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Monday 29th April 
First day of Term 2 

Wednesday 1st May  
Anzac Assembly 

Friday 3rd May Catch up ID Photos 
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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

 
Term one has been an outstanding start to the year for the Otahuhu College community. For 

the first time in many years Massey won the Haka Waiata competition, we hosted our first 

whole school sports day since the 1960’s. Polyfest numbers were back to pre-pandemic highs 

and we had our first ever Fillipino group compete. The summer sport season was a success, 

highlighted by the victory of our Senior Volleyball girls. Our Scholars Assembly acknowledged 

our top academic students from 2023 and we look forward to even more successes this year.  

 
Thank you for your support during this term. May it be an enjoyable holiday and we look forward 

to welcoming students back on Monday 29 April.  
  
Kia Tamatane  

 

 

ID Cards 
 

There is a final ID card order being placed next term, in week 1 for those who missed paying in time for 

the first order.  
   
$15.00 at the book shop.  
There is a photo catch up for those who missed the earlier session because they were away or are new 

to our school. (3rd May)  
 

Curriculum News 
 

French Visitors to Ōtāhuhu College 
Year 11 French was very fortunate to receive a visit by two university students from France.  Having 

arrived in Auckland only recently, Baptiste and Maëlle came and spoke with the class about their own 

backgrounds and the regions of France they call home, sharing the type of knowledge only locals 

can!  The class was interested to think about the similarities and differences between life in France and 

life in our part of the world.  Our students also gained a wider perspective on career opportunities and 

university study internationally when they heard about Baptiste and Maëlle’s areas of study: 

engineering and architecture.  Then, the visitors teamed up with groups of students to support them 

with their language learning through writing and speaking tasks.  The students greatly benefitted from 

hearing the two new French voices, accents, and turns of phrase.    

 
Language learning does not get much more authentic than this!  We would like to thank Baptiste and 

Maëlle for coming and connecting with our students, as well as Mr McAllister for making it all possible.  
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Year 11 Commerce Visit to Deloitte 

 

On Monday this week, students from Year 11 Commerce visited the offices of Deloitte in the Auckland 

CBD. The students presented their Market Day findings to the coaches from Deloitte and got to hear how 

the other students found it. Despite some nervousness, the students enjoyed the experience, especially 

the pizza afterwards.  
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Kotuku Unit 
 

Kotuku class enjoyed their first session of Table Tennis for 2024. Thank you to all the adult volunteers 

from Auckland Table Tennis Association who give up their time to coach our students. For some of our 

Year 9 students, it was the first time they had played the sport, and for our older students, it was great 

to see them improving and perfecting their skills.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEM News 
 

The EPro8 Challenge Competition starts in Term 2, running in Week 1 for junior and Week 2 for senior 

students. This is our third year running this school competition. We have 136 students participating across 

the two weeks, which is our highest sign-up yet!  

 

This is a team competition which lasts one whole day at the STEM Hub (Class L2). Science students form 

teams of 4 and work together to solve a list of practical hands-on tasks by using science and maths 

concepts.  
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See below for the list of students who will be participating each day.  
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House News 
 

Junior Interhouse Netball 
The second week of junior interhouse netball proved just as thrilling as the first, as we moved through 

the semifinals and final.  House spirit strengthened as the days passed, with our juniors showing 

excellent maturity and teamwork in encouraging each other and deciding who would play, in which 

position, and when.  Players’ netball skills also noticeably improved as they gained more practice, 

resulting in competitive but fair and rule-respecting play.    
Congratulations to Massey House for winning the tournament!    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

Friday 12th April 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

Friday 12th April 2024 

 

Sports News 

ŌC Boys Football 

Boys football is on the rise at ŌC, as we train new players, expand the number of competitive teams, and 
welcome the arrival of assistant manager Mr Malcolm. Highlights from term 1 have included: 

· Futsal: A squad has been competing in the weekly Central futsal (indoor football) league for the first 

time. The team has adjusted impressively to the fast pace of the indoor game, and sits in 5th place (out 

of 8) with one round to play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

· Hauraki Plains trip: A senior squad travelled down to Hauraki Plains College in Waikato for a weekend 

exchange recently. The team secured a stylish 8-0 win, punctuated by some exceptional long-range goals.  

This was our first trip out of Auckland in a number of years, and we were humbled by the manaakitanga 

of our hosts who shared food and kōrero with us. 
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Aorere pre-season: The 1st XI contested a hard-fought 2-2 draw with local rivals Aorere College on Tuesday. 

After a pulsating encounter in which the lead changed hands multiple times, we look forward to meeting 

again in our winter league. 

 

We are still looking for players to join both our boys and girls teams. If your son or daughter would like to 

give football a go, please get in touch with Mr McKenzie (lmckenzie@otahuhucollege.school.nz) or Ms 

McKinlay (bmckinlay@otahuhucollege.school.nz). You can also encourage your child to attend training on 

Mondays and Wednesdays at 3:30pm on the lower fields next term. 

Lawn Bowls 

Otahuhu College played for the very first time in the Auckland Secondary Schools Lawn bowls competition. 

It was a great day for our tauira who enjoyed the experience of playing in this competition. All of our Pairs 

teams competed well with one of our pairs teams going through undefeated and narrowly missing out on 

a medal on points differential. They have never played bowls before and this was acknowledged by the 

green keeper who voted them best team of the competition.  
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Senior Kilikiki Tournament 
  

It has been years since we last entered a Kilikiki team in the Auckland secondary school tournament.  This 

year, the students were ecstatic to put in a team in the Championship division for both boys and girls 

team.  

   

The competition was fierce with the boys first game against Kelston Boys High School.  It was not the 

result we wanted but it was definitely a good game to start with.  The girls played against our neighbour 

school McAuley High, where we came, second best.  

   

The day was exciting and vibrant with lots of participating schools.  In the end both boys and girls team 

came 3rd place in their division.  Thanks to Mr Tupe and Mrs Tuialii for organizing and coaching the teams, 

we look forward to next year.  
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Health and Wellness Centre 
 

Youth Health Council –   

Introducing our 2024 student leaders at school assembly, as supported by Youthline facilitators.   

Representing a group of passionate students who are working behind the scenes to create projects that 

will benefit the health & wellbeing of our students.   

  

“Our burdens we share. Kia Tama Tane”   
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