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Next week is an important week for many of our students, in particular our Year 10s, as they do the Common 
Assessment Activities (CAAs) for Literacy and in some cases numeracy. We wish each student all the best for 
these assessments.  
 
Equally important is recognising that none of us performs at our best in isolation. We achieve more when we 
work together, supporting one another and lifting the standard across the school. That shared responsibility will 
make the difference this term.  
 
At Ōtāhuhu College , we ask one simple thing of our students: that they try their best. Whether on the sports 
field, on stage, or in the classroom, if they give their best, they will be proud of their time here. And if we all 
commit to that, we will lift the standard across the College and create an environment that challenges us, 
supports us, and, ultimately, brings out the best in each of us. 

 
 

 

From Our Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Commitments  
 
Please remind your child that they need to move to class as soon as the first bell goes, and they should be seated, 
with their books out and bags on the floor ready to learn by the second bell. From time to time students may 
not have  finished all the expected work during class time, when this happens in the last period of the day, your child 
will likely be required to stay behind 5-10 minutes to complete the work to a standard expected at Otahuhu College. 
If you have any concerns regarding this please contact the Principal  
 
 

Attendance  

 
Every day missed from school is a missed opportunity to learn, grow, and prepare for the future. Chronically absent 
students are significantly less likely to earn qualifications and, by age 25, they earn on average $40,000 less annually 
than their regularly attending peers.  
 
To support our students, Otahuhu College monitors absences closely. Students with 10-15 days absent per term are 
referred to Attendance Services, while those missing 15 or more days may be referred to Oranga Tamariki. These 
systems ensure students get the help they need to stay in school and secure better futures.  
 
‘Oku mahu’inga ke ma’u ako ‘i he taimi kotoa pē, ke ma’u ha ngāue lelei mo ha kaha’u ‘oku lelei.   
 
O le masani i le alu i le aoga i aso uma e fesoasoani i tamaiti i galuega ma fa'ai'uga fai i le lumana'i .  
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Study News  
 

Students sitting CAAs are encouraged to practice past papers online, so they become familiar with the format and 
types of questions used in the assessments.  
 
 
How to Access Past CAA Papers for Practice:  
 
• Go to MyNZQA: https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/login/   

 
• Click on “Learner login” (on the left).   

 
• Select the “External Assessments” section.   

 
• Click on “Practice Past Assessments”.   

 
• In the “Select a subject” dropdown menu, choose:  

Literacy (Reading | Writing) and/or Numeracy.   
 

• Practice assessments are available for:  
Literacy (32403, 32405) and Numeracy (32406).   
 

• Click on “Level 1”, then follow the prompts to begin.  
 

If students are unsure why they received an incorrect answer during practice, they are encouraged to attend the 
after-school study sessions in the library; Maths on Tuesdays and English on Thursdays, where they can seek 
feedback and support from our Maths and English teachers.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/login/


Friday 15th May 2026 

4 

 

 

 

Common Assessment Activities (CAA’s) 
 

Next week, throughout New Zealand, many students will be sitting the CAA Digital Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessments. The Timetable for Otahuhu College is below. All students will sit their Assessment in T13 using a 
laptop. Students that do not pass these Assessments will need to re-sit them in September. Please direct any 
questions regarding the CAA’s to Mr. Roberts, Deputy Principal. 
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Year 13 Geography: Field Trip to Kelly Tarlton 
 

Year 13 Geography students went on a field trip to explore the sea life that we find around coral reefs as part of their 
studies, looking at tropical reefs around the world. Students also got to explore the replica of Scott Base, see penguins, 
sharks, stingrays and turtles. The experience was great to be able to see coral and draw connections to how coral is 
important as part of the marine ecosystem.  
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Year 12 Geography Trip to Newmarket 
 

The Year 12 Geography students travelled to Newmarket to explore how the development of shopping malls can have an 
impact on the surrounding area. Students spent the day collecting data, counting people, taking photographs and 
exploring the types of shops on the street as well as inside the mall. The students returned to class with field booklets full 
of data and were ready to write up their assessment over the next two weeks.   
 

 
 

Y13 Religious Studies trip to Sikh temple  
 

The RES3U classes (year 13 students who take religious as a subject) were given the opportunity to visit a Sikh Temple in 
Otahuhu, Gurdwara Otahuhu (Guru Nanak Sikh Sangat Gurdwara Sahib). We (RES3U) are currently studying about the 
religious belief of Sikh. We learn how they adapt and behave in our modern life while still maintaining to live a righteous 
life.  
 
When we arrived to Gurdwara we were informed by the members of the temple that we were required to remove our 
shoes and socks.  
 
After we did so, we were provided with scarfs which both female and males must cover their hair. When we entered their 
place of worship we were ordered to walk up the two stairs by gender (male on one side, female on the other), from here 
we witnessed the members of the church perform their religious prayer.  
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They read from their scriptures which they refer to as the Guru Granth Sahib. Sikhs treat the Guru Granth Sahib with 
respect as they view it as their supreme guide which they bow before it which is also the reason why they remove their 
socks and shoes. After this session we were provided with food and drinks in their dining hall, the Langar. 
 
Here we ate traditional Sikh meals and were also able to take a group photo with us students and the members of the 
temple. The RES3U classes of Otahuhu College are very honored to be given an opportunity like this to learn more about 
religious beliefs but to also discover new things about the Sikh religion which could help us with our term 2 assessment.      
 
-’Ana Mosati, y13  
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Philosophy Club  
 

This week, Philosophy Club attained a record number of participants: twenty-three young people from all year levels 
and seven different cultures met to contemplate what matters more in life: human beings, the natural world, or 
spirituality.  Our club is predominantly student-led by Rahil Singh, who develops informative content, lively activities, 
and memorable debating questions for each session.   
 
Several of our young philosophers are finding that their learning from Philosophy Club is applicable to their classwork; 
for example, some are incorporating philosophical concepts learnt during club sessions into their English essays, which is 
helping them to achieve the originality and perceptiveness which elevates their answers to Excellence level.     
 
Our topics for the rest of the term are:  

•  
• Week 5: Hobbes vs. Rousseau — does society protect us or corrupt us?  
• Week 6: The ethics of prisons and punishment  
• Week 7: Machiavelli — do the ends justify the means?  
• Week 8: Immanuel Kant and the ethics of lying  
• Week 9: The purpose of friendship  
• Week 10: Plato — justice, Platonic love, and the cave  
• Week 11: conspiracy theories — do they ever have merit?  
• If you would like to join Philosophy Club, our sessions are held weekly in A1 on Thursday afternoons.  Home baking is 

always present, and you should be too!    
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S.T.E.M   

 
EPro8 Challenge Competition 2026  
 
For the first two weeks of Term 2, Ms Qistina, the S.T.E.M Navigator, has been hosting the EPro8 Challenge Competition 
for the junior and senior science teachers.  
 
The EPro8 Challenge is a team competition where students build hands-on solutions to practical challenges. This year’s 
competition had a strong focus on maths concepts, which required students to clearly show their workings as part of 
their designs.  
 
Students completed three challenges which included Paint the Room, Swing Carousel and a Pedestal Fan. Although 2 
hours and 30 minutes flew by quickly, students worked well together and did a great job.  
 
Below is a list of the winners for the junior and senior weeks, including the amount of points each team acquired.  
 
Thank you so much to every student who participated in the EPro8 Challenge for the first time and to those who keep 
returning every year.  
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Year 13 Chemistry Students Explore Water Treatment at Ardmore  
 
On Wednesday 13 May, our Year 13 Chemistry students had the unique opportunity to visit the Ardmore Water 
Treatment Plant, hosted by Watercare. This engaging and educational trip gave students a firsthand look at the 
complex chemical, engineering, and quality assurance processes that ensure Auckland’s water supply remains clean 
and safe.  
 
Watercare staff shared their expertise and enthusiasm as they guided students through each stage of the treatment 
process. They highlighted the important role of chemical engineers working both on site and in laboratory 
environments. The visit provided valuable real world context for the students’ Level 3 Internal Assessment and 
deepened their understanding of water chemistry and the importance of rigorous testing and review.  
It was an inspiring day that enriched classroom learning and showcased the dedication behind one of our most vital 
resources, clean water.  
 
A huge thank you to Watercare for their outstanding hospitality and for organising such an insightful and memorable 
experience for our students.  
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